The Beijing Center for Chinese Studies

Statement of Understanding, Responsibility & Risk

Waiver of Liability Agreement 

I, ________________________________, have decided to study abroad during the _____________

                     (Please print your name)                                                                                                                (Summer, semester, year)

at The Beijing Center for Chinese Studies, hereafter TBC, in Beijing, China. 

I acknowledge that my home institution, TBC and Loyola University of Chicago (LUC) have arranged this study abroad program in China to enhance my educational experience but that my participation in the program is voluntary and elective and that no one is requiring my participation in this program.  I further acknowledge that to the extent that this program generates course credits, I have the option of completing alternative courses in lieu of participating in this program.

I acknowledge that I have been advised regarding the full scope of activities associated with the program as stated in the promotional literature, including required classes, required trips, living conditions and other logistical arrangements.  I assume all risks incurred by my participation in the program.  I understand that these risks may include exposure to potentially serious health and safety hazards, such as transportation accidents, natural disasters, infectious diseases, inadequate or remote access to medical care, and terrorist activities.  I understand that my home institution, TBC and Loyola University of Chicago are not in a position to guarantee my personal health or safety during my participation in the program at TBC.
In consideration of this opportunity to participate in the program at TBC I do voluntarily and without reservation, and on behalf of myself, my heirs, and my estate, RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS and indemnify TBC, ____________________________ (my home institution), Loyola University of Chicago (the coordinating institution) and their respective affiliates, trustees, officers, program directors, participating faculty, employees and agents  from any liability, claims, demands, and causes of actions arising out of or related to the program at TBC and any loss, damage, irregularity or expense arising from any vehicle or services, strikes or war, weather, sickness, quarantine, government restrictions or regulations, or from any act of omission of any steamship, airline, railroad, bus transportation, any other means of transportation, sightseeing, hotel or any other service transporting company, firm, individual or agency, or any staff member related to this study abroad program.

I. Behavioral Expectations:  I am aware of the behavior that is expected of me while participating in the TBC program.  I am aware that, as a guest in a foreign country and a representative of TBC, there is certain inappropriate behavior that will be unacceptable, and such behavior could lead to possible disruption of the program.  I hereby assure TBC that I shall conduct myself in an appropriate manner at all times.   Such behavior shall include moments when in the company of other TBC participants, staff and students at the host institution, and moments when I may be physically separated from other TBC participants or staff.  

 I agree that the Program shall have the right to enforce appropriate standards of conduct, and that it may at any time terminate my participation in the program for failure to maintain these standards or for any actions or conduct which the Program considers to be incompatible with the interests, harmony, comfort, and/or welfare of the Program and the other students.   If my participation is terminated, I consent to be returned to my home at my own (or parents’ / legal guardians’) expense with no refund of any fees.

II. Academic Responsibilities:  I acknowledge and understand that I am responsible for maintaining a full-time course of study.  Full time is defined as a minimum of 12 credit hours during each semester and three credit hours during the summer program.  Credit hours are Loyola University Chicago semester credit hours.  I know that I must maintain a full-time course of study even if my home institution does not have this same requirement.

I know I must attend all classes, take all examinations and do all assigned work.  I am responsible for the classes that I have selected and that have been approved by the appropriate academic advisor at my home institution.  I realize that if I take courses without prior approval by my home institution the credits may not transfer back to my home institution.  Further, I am fully aware and understand that if I do not receive the necessary courses abroad to progress in my degree program, I may not graduate on time.

I understand that the two major trips of this program (the Silk Road Trip during Fall semester and the Minority Culture Trip during Spring semester) are an integral educational component of the program and are required by TBC.  Failure to attend these trips and complete the requirements associated with them will mean dismissal from TBC. I understand that I am not required to participate in the two minor trips (Fall break and Spring Break) but that no money will be refunded if I choose not to participate.

III. Housing:  I understand that I am required by TBC and by Chinese law to live in the International Student Residence on UIBE’s campus (unless I choose the home stay option during my second semester).  
IV. Legal Issues:  I understand that as an American citizen or any other nationality in China, I will be subject to the laws of China.  I acknowledge and understand that should I fall into legal problems with any foreign nationals or governmental jurisdictions of China or any host country in which I travel, I will attend to the matter personally with my own personal funds.  TBC, LUC and/or my home institution do not guarantee what, if any, assistance it can provide under such circumstances.

I am aware that in many Asian countries the penalty for the possession of illegal drugs is imprisonment and sometimes death and neither TBC, Loyola University of Chicago, my home institution nor the American Embassy is able to help.   If found with any amount of illegal drugs, I will be sent home immediately at my own (or parents’ / legal guardians’) expense.

V. Medical Responsibility: 


[A] Understanding:    I understand that there are certain risks inherent in international travel and even greater risks in a program that includes adventure travel.  I further understand that serious injuries occasionally occur during participation in travel and that participants in activities associated with travel occasionally sustain mortal or serious personal injuries, property damage, or severe economic and social loss as a consequences of not only their own actions or negligence but the actions or negligence of others or the conditions of travel or equipment used and that there may be other risks not known to me or not reasonably foreseeable at this time.

 [B.] Health: I am aware of my personal medical needs and hereby assure TBC that I have consulted with a medical doctor as I may have deemed necessary with regards to any personal needs.  I certify that to my knowledge I currently have no medical problems that would adversely affect my participation.

[C].
Emergency Medical Care:  In the event of a medical emergency, I authorize TBC and/or its agents to secure from any hospital, physician or other medical personnel any treatment deemed necessary for my medical care.  I fully release each individual from liability for such decisions or actions taken in this regard.  I understand and agree that I will be responsible for payment of such treatment rendered.
[D.] Hospitalization & Insurance:  I am aware that, should I be required to be hospitalized while in China or other foreign country or in the US as part of this program, TBC, LUC, and /or my home institution cannot and do not assume any legal responsibility for payment of such costs.  I hereby assure TBC, LUC, and/or my home institution that I have assumed all risk and responsibility and that I have adequate medical insurance that includes coverage while abroad and meets any and all needs for payment of hospital costs during the TBC program including during travel segments.  I will provide TBC with evidence of that insurance.  Emergency medical assistance and evacuation services are covered by my fees. 
 VI. Other:
I acknowledge that it is my personal responsibility to obtain all documents required for entering China or any foreign country or countries and that my failure to obtain these documents does not constitute grounds for withdrawal with refund, except if an entry visa has been refused by China after following all the proper procedures.  I am responsible to attain all applicable visas and endorsements. 

I give TBC and LUC my permission to use for promotional purposes any photographs or movies taken in the course of my participation in the program.  
I agree that TBC reserves the right to make cancellations, changes, or substitutions in the event of emergencies or changed conditions or in the interest of the group.  TBC shall have the right to alter all or part of the study abroad agreement.  I understand that the fees related to this program are subject to change prior to the start of the program should there be some clear and reasonable reason.

I understand that this agreement applies to my entire participation in the program including any excursions.

I, the undersigned, have read the above waiver of liability, and understand that I have given up substantial rights by signing it, and sign it voluntarily.

____________________________________________

__________________


Signature of Student






Date

____________________________________________




Name of Student (Print)






____________________________________________

__________________


Signature of Witness






Date

____________________________________________




Name of Witness (Print)

If the student is under 18 years of age:

I certify that I am the parent or legal guardian of the above student, that I have read and agree to the points above, that I accept financial responsibility as noted, and that I relinquish any claim against TBC, LUC, and/or the home university, their agents, both on my own behalf and on behalf of the student above, including without limitation any claim arising as a result of the student’s leaving the supervision of the program or at a time when the student is not under the supervision of the program.

____________________________________________

__________________


Signature of Parent/Guardian




Date

____________________________________________




Name of Parent/Guardian (Print)






____________________________________________

__________________


Signature of Witness






Date

____________________________________________




Name of Witness (Print)
