Modern Chinese Literature in Chinese
Course number: LITR292
Term: Spring 2009

Instructor:  Hengda Yang
Office hour: 2:00 pm -4:00 pm, Monday
Email: hengdayang@163.com

Cell phone: 13910709032
Fax: 0086-10-51988467
Course Description:

This course is a close reading of the important works of some great writers and poets, such as Lu Xun, Xu Zhimo, Lao She, Shen Congwen, Chang Eileen, Yu Hua, and Gao Xingjian, who represent the development and the changes of the modern Chinese literature from 1918 to the present. Students will have the opportunity to explore their own ideas of the main aesthetic characteristics of the Chinese literature in the 20th century, as well as its historical and social background, and be informed of one of the important sides of the modern Chinese culture. With the close reading, students will develop their ability of reading, understanding and criticizing the original Chinese literary work. Students will greatly expand their Chinese vocabularies, especially the literary one, and develop their skill in writing comments on literary works.
Course Outcomes

Lectures, readings, paper assignments, and discussions are designed to help you develop the skills to:

· Think aesthetically, read critically, and write and speak persuasively in Chinese.

· Connect and integrate aesthetical appreciations and cultural understandings of the modern Chinese literature, and grasp the styles and creative skills of different Chinese poets and writers in their original Chinese.
· Develop the skill of writing literary criticism in Chinese.
· Develop the practice of reading original Chinese literary texts within their peculiar Chinese social, historical, cultural and mental contexts.
Course Requirements and Form of Assessment
There will be three short papers, 800 Chinese characters each, one longer final paper of 3,000 Chinese characters, and a final oral exam. The short paper average will count for 30% of the final grade. The final paper and oral exam taken together will count for 40% of the final grade. Class participation will count for 15%, quizzes 15%. Late paper policy: All students are allowed one late paper among the three short papers, provided it is not more than one week late. The second late paper will result in a full grade reduction for the course. The third late paper will result in failure for the course.

Attendance Policy

An excused absence requires a written medical excuse or written approval from the school’s administration office. All other absences are considered to be unexcused.  Unexcused absences will affect your grade (see below). Arriving more than 10 minutes late for any three classes will cumulatively count as one unexcused absence, while arriving 30 minutes late for any class will count as an unexcused absence.

Penalties for unexcused absences:

1 absence – class participation grade drops one full letter grade (example: A- to B-)

2 absences – class participation grade drops two full letter grades

3 absences – class participation grade drops three full letter grades

4 or more absences – class participation grade is a failing grade

Any absence, whether excused or not, will require catch-up reading.
Academic Honesty
Please refer to the following web link for policies on academic honesty: http://www.luc.edu/cas/pdfs/CAS_Academic_Integrity_Statement_December_07.pdf
Required Text
Required Readings are in the package for students (all in Chinese), including:
一、诗歌：（2周）

1、 胡适：《老鸦》

2、 郭沫若：《天狗》

3、 李金发：《弃妇》

4、 闻一多：《死水》

5、 戴望舒：《雨巷》

6、 徐志摩：《再别康桥》

7、 艾青：《手推车》

8、 北岛：《是的，昨天》

9、 海子：《五月的麦地》

二、戏剧： （1周）
高行健：《车站》

三、小说：（9周）

1、鲁迅：《孔乙己》

2、老舍：《老字号》

3、施蛰存：《梅雨之夕》

4、张爱玲：《封锁》

5、沈从文：《萧萧》

6、残雪：《山上的小屋》

7、余华：《十八岁出远门》

On Reserve at the TBC Library
1. Lu, Xun: Selected Works, vol. I, Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 1956
2. Lao, She: Camel Xiangzi, Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 1978

3. Shen Congwen: Imperfect Paradise, University of Hawaii Press, 1995
4. Chang, Eileen: The Rice-Sprout Song, University of California Press, 1955

5. Wang, Meng: The Butterfly and Other Stories, Beijing: Chinese Literature Press, 1987

6. Wang, Jing(ed.): China’s Avant-garde Fiction, Duke University Press, 1998

7. Howard Goldblatt: Chairman Mao Would Not Be Amused: Fiction from Today’s China, Grove Press, 1995
8. Mo Yan: Red Sorghum, Penguin Books, 1993
Class Schedule
Wk 1  1. Class Introduction

      2. A short introduction to the historical and cultural background of the

            development of the modern Chinese literature

      3. A short introduction to the ideological, emotional and artistic features 

            of the modern Chinese literature

4. Section of Poetry1-4
Read: Section of Poetry 5-9
Wk 2  Section of Poetry 5-9
Read: Section of Drama
Wk 3  Section of Drama
Read: Fiction 1
Wk 4  Fiction 1
Read: Fiction 2
FIRST PAPER DUE (on modern Chinese poetry or focusing on a poem )

Wk 5  Fiction 2

Read: Fiction 3
Wk 6  Fiction 3
Read: Fiction 4 (I)
Wk 7  Fiction 4 (I)
Read: Fiction 4 (II)

Wk 8  Fiction 4 (II)

Read: Fiction 5 (I)
SECOND PAPER DUE (on a writer or a short story)

Wk 9  Fiction 5 (I)
Read: Fiction 5 (II)
Wk 10  Fiction 5 (II)

Read: Fiction 6
Wk 11  Fiction 6
Read: Fiction 7 (I)
Wk 12   Fiction 7 (I)

Read: Fiction 7 (II)
THIRD PAPER DUE (on an avant garde writer)

Wk 13  Fiction 7 (II)
Wk 14   Exam week  Oral exam

FINAL PAPER DUE (on comparative topic in modern Chinese literature)
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