China Research Seminar:  Approaches to Researching China       

Instructor: Jean-Paul Wiest

Course Description:

This course is a research seminar designed to introduce students to basic and advanced perspectives and techniques in Chinese studies.   The seminar presents and evaluates methods and sources that are utilized to conceive of and comprehend the development of China across time periods and perspectives.   The complexity of the subject demands that research be both cross-cultural and interdisciplinary, and so each student is assigned a project advisor with specific expertise in his/her topic of research.  Every student is provided with a class schedule outlining periods for group classes and periods for one on one discussion with their class instructor and/or their project advisor.  He/she is expected to submit a research proposal at the start of the course and to discuss their findings with classmates as the semester progresses. A final substantial paper (12 double-space pages or more) is required.

Class Policy: 

Student performance evaluation is equally divided between the in-class contribution and the quality of the written research work:
Class Presentation and Meeting with Class Instructor:
50%

Research Paper and Advisor’s Evaluation:


50%

Plagiarism will result in a failing grade.

Attendance Policy:

Attendance is compulsory.  Unexcused absences are reported to the dean at TBC and may result in a 5% reduction per absence on the final grade.

Grading Method:

Grades are computed on a point system basis rather than on a curve system. At the end of the semester points are converted to a final letter grade according to the following scale:
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