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COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course is an examination of how the Chinese state is organized and operates; how Chinese society is composed and conducted; and how the two converge, cooperate and, increasingly, conflict.  We will examine a broad swath of the Chinese system, but we will also attempt to address the various complexities of contemporary China with this bilateral and bidirectional focus. The course is also meant to compel you to engage with the material both inside and outside the classroom, and be able to bring what you learn to where you live and vice versa.

Please note that the readings are extensive:  they are also not meant to be inclusive.  Use the assigned materials as leverage to open more doors and wedges to hold them open for further inspection.  China is a maze, and one is continually looking for ways in, and places to contemplate its many characteristics.

Students will be expected to address these and other aspects of Chinese state and society in the midterm and final examinations, as well as through additional readings that will be provided.  Usually, these readings will be sent via email, though some may be provided in hard copy.  

COURSE OUTCOMES

The purpose of this course is to begin to comprehend and to start to speak about the Chinese system in a more sophisticated way.  As the course progresses, students will become more familiar with the structure and process of the Chinese government, as well as be more deeply acquainted with the contours and byways of Chinese society.  Because there will be Chinese vocabulary terms distributed weekly, students will also expand their understanding of Chinese and be able to see the meanings and connections between language, the state, and the society.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND FORM OF ASSESSMENT
Grading will rely on two pillars:  active, engaged, and informed class participation (25% of your final grade); and a midterm and final examination (75% as a whole, though the assessment of each will vary depending upon your performance, with the likely distribution being weighted more heavily towards the final—giving you ample opportunity to improve as the semester proceeds).  

A substantial portion of your grade then is informed, insightful, and provocative contributions to the dialogue with each other and with the readings in class.  I expect you to be prepared to speak in class:  to answer questions that I and your colleagues pose; to offer comments on the readings and musings of others inside and outside class; and 

Depending upon the level and quality of the sorts of participation outlined above, there may be other measures used to evaluate this portion of your grade, possibly of a written nature or a presentation that might expand the points made in class.  A continuing controversy or an unresolved debate might spur me to ask you to expand upon your notions in a written format.

Please note that the examinations will largely be take-home essay exercises, but there may be an in-class component involved that would be required.

For those students concerned about what may seem to be an open-ended character in some of the assignments and responsibilities, kindly be aware that we are studying a fast-moving set of objects called “China”.  Events here tend to subvert and sometimes upend the best-laid plans of observation and analysis.

ATTENDANCE POLICY

Being in class also means participating in the lectures and discussions throughout the course.  Attendance in my courses is mandatory and a timely appearance is required, unless exceptional circumstances intervene.  We will speak of what these “exceptional circumstances” entail during the first week of the course but, in the main, they involve a severe health emergency or family crisis.  I trust that the material and the discussions that it inspires will serve as more than adequate justification for you attending the class for every session.

ACADEMIC HONESTY STATEMENT

Please see the following link, and read the text carefully: http://www.luc.edu/cas/pdfs/CAS_Academic_Integrity_Statement_December_07.pdf
REQUIRED TEXTS

Elizabeth Perry and Mark Selden, eds., Chinese Society:  Change, Conflict and Resistance (London:  Routledge Curzon, 2003, 2nd edition)

Ian Johnson, Wild Grass: Three Stories of Change in Modern China (NY: Vintage, 2005)

Chen Guidi and Wu Chuntao, Will the Boat Sink the Water? (NY: Public Affairs Press, 2007)
CLASS SCHEDULE

INTRODUCTION
September 17:  Introduction, outline and beginnings

This week, we will look at the structure and direction of the course.  We will also begin to look at China: A Century of Revolution—a 6-hour documentary highlighting the development of modern China.

HOW IS THE CHINESE STATE ORGANIZED?

September 24: What is the architecture of political power in China?
In this week, we will examine the framework in which Chinese politics is conducted, and begin to see how the arrangements of power shape the decisions that are made.

Please note that all readings drawn from sources other than the three books required for purchase will be supplied to you in either electronic or hard copy format.

Regina Abrami and Zhang Weiqi, China: The Political System (Harvard Business School, N9-308-063), November 2007, unpublished study for internal circulation.
Kenneth Lieberthal, Governing China: From Revolution Through Reform (NY: W. W. Norton, 2004), 171-243. 

Ho Pin and Gao Xin, Princes and Princesses of Red China (Toronto: Canada Mirror Books, 1993), translated by Allyson Lee, 1-24.

October 1: What is the process of politics within the confines of the system?
For this class, we will also survey a set of readings–a number of them written by former Chinese officials and analysts–in order to start determining the nature and flow of politics and institutional relations in China.

Yan Jiaqi, “The Nature of Chinese Authoritarianism”, in Carol Lee Hamrin and Suisheng Zhao, Decision-Making in Deng’s China: Perspectives From Insiders (Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1995), 3-14. 

Wu Guogang, “‘Documentary Politics’: Hypotheses, Process, and Case Studies,” in Carol Lee Hamrin and Suisheng Zhao, Decision-Making in Deng’s China: Perspectives From Insiders (Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1995), 24-38.

Yan Huai, “Organizational Hierarchy and the Cadre Management System,” in Carol Lee Hamrin and Suisheng Zhao, Decision-Making in Deng’s China: Perspectives From Insiders (Armonk, NY: M.E. Sharpe, 1995), 39-50.

There are additional readings here.  For all the care given the structural setting of Chinese politics, an organizational survey is inadequate to comprehending the dynamics of individual interaction by political actors.  Institutions are crucial, but they may not be central.  Settings do matter, yet they also provide a backdrop for larger dramas.  Also, in this week, we examine some propositions concerning how power is conceived of and what comprises power in Chinese state circles.

Li Zhisui, The Private Life of Chairman Mao (NY: Random House, 1994), 66-96, 120-155.  This is an engaging account of politics at the highest levels of power and it is well-worth reading further than the assigned pages here.

Richard Curt Kraus, Brushes with Power: Modern Politics and the Chinese Art of Calligraphy (Berkeley: University of California, 1991), Preface, 3-25, 36-48, 55-74.

Lucian W. Pye, “The Primacy of Power”, pp.120-145.

Charts and depictions of the Chinese political system are available in a number of your readings and I will supply sketches of the interior compounds of Zhongnanhai.

You will note that while the class is scheduled for National Day, we will be compelled to hold this session at another time to be announced.

HOW ELSE DOES THE CHINESE STATE OPERATE?

October 8: How do Chinese leaders use power to solve problems and subvert others?  

Zong Hairen, “Zhu Rongji in 1999”, Chinese Law and Government, January-February 2002, Part I.  

James Mulvenon, “Soldiers of fortune, soldiers of misfortune:  commercialization and divestiture of the Chinese military-business complex, 1978-99”, in Chien-min chao and Bruce J. Dickson, eds., Remaking the Chinese State (London:  Routledge, 2001), pp. 204-227.

WHAT ELSE ABOUT THE USES OF POWER IN THE CHINESE STATE?

October 15:  What drives leadership dynamics inside the Chinese state?
Zong Hairen, “Zhu Rongji in 1999”, Chinese Law and Government, January-February 2002, Part II.  

HOW IS CHINESE SOCIETY COMPOSED?

October 22: What ails the Chinese social body in the countryside? 
Chen Guidi and Wu Chuntao, Will the Boat Sink the Water? chapters 1-3
Peter Ho, “Contesting rural spaces:  land disputes, customary tenure and the state”, in Elizabeth Perry and Mark Selden, eds., Chinese Society:  Change, Conflict and Resistance (London:  Routledge Curzon, 2003, 2nd edition), pp. 93-112.

October 29:  Trip to Guilin

There is no class scheduled, though I would advise you to take the assigned readings for the weeks to come, in order to complete at least some of them during your trip.

November 5:  Reform or resistance or something else?  

Chen Guidi and Wu Chuntao, Will the Boat Sink the Water?, chapters 4-6

Jun Jing, “Environmental protests in rural China”, in Perry and Selden, eds., Chinese Society:  Change, Conflict and Resistance (London:  Routledge Curzon, 2003, 2nd edition), pp. 204-222.

Midterm examination and exercises held during this week.

HOW DOES CHINESE SOCIETY OPERATE?

November 12:  What does society think about the options of change?
Geremie R. Barme, “The revolution of resistance”, in Perry and Selden, eds., Chinese Society:  Change, Conflict and Resistance (London:  Routledge Curzon, 2003, 2nd edition), pp. 47-70.
Minxin Pei, “Rights and resistance:  the changing contexts of the dissident movement”, in Perry and Selden, eds., Chinese Society:  Change, Conflict and Resistance (London:  Routledge Curzon, 2003, 2nd edition), pp. 23-46.

Hein Mallee, “Migration, hukou and resistance in reform China”, in Perry and Selden, eds., Chinese Society:  Change, Conflict and Resistance (London:  Routledge Curzon, 2003, 2nd edition), pp. 136-157. 

Tyrene White, “Domination, resistance and accommodation in China’s one-child campaign”, Perry and Selden, eds., Chinese Society:  Change, Conflict and Resistance (London:  Routledge Curzon, 2003, 2nd edition), pp. 183-203.

Ching Kwan Lee, “Pathways of Labor Insurgency”, in Perry and Selden, eds., Chinese Society:  Change, Conflict and Resistance (London:  Routledge Curzon, 2003, 2nd edition), pp. 71-92.

November 19:  Who acts, who decides, and why?    
Ian Johnson, Wild Grass: Three Stories of Change in Modern China, part 1

David Zweig, “To the courts or to the barricades:  can new political institutions manage rural conflict?” in Perry and Selden, eds., Chinese Society:  Change, Conflict and Resistance (London:  Routledge Curzon, 2003, 2nd edition), pp. 113-135.

November 26:  What physical and psychic transformations has reform wrought?

Ian Johnson, Wild Grass: Three Stories of Change in Modern China, part 2

Sing Lee and Arthur Kleinman, “Suicide as resistance in Chinese society”, in Elizabeth Perry and Mark Selden, eds., Chinese Society:  Change, Conflict and Resistance (London:  Routledge Curzon, 2003, 2nd edition), pp. 289-311.

Viewing of a documentary by Sue Williams, Young and Restless in China (2008)

December 3: Where does the social landscape lead?
Ian Johnson, Wild Grass: Three Stories of Change in Modern China, part 3

Patricia Thornton, “The new cybersects:  resistance and repression in the reform era”, in Perry and Selden, eds., Chinese Society:  Change, Conflict and Resistance (London:  Routledge Curzon, 2003, 2nd edition), pp. 247-270.

Richard Madsen, Chinese Christianity:  indigenization and conflict”, in Perry and Selden, eds., Chinese Society:  Change, Conflict and Resistance (London:  Routledge Curzon, 2003, 2nd edition), pp. 270-288.

December 10:  What does the State do to stay relevant?
Jae Ho Chung, Hongyi Lai and Ming Xia, “Mounting Challenges to Governance in China:  Surveying Collective Protestors, Religious Sects and Criminal Organizations,” The China Journal, number 56, July 2006, pp. 1-31.

Zheng Yongnian, “The Party, class, and democracy in China”, in Kjeld Erik Brodsgaard and ZhengYongnian, eds., The Chinese Communist Party in Reform (London:  Routledge, 2006), 231-260.

Findings from public opinion polling and surveys (to be distributed)

December 17:  What conclusions and findings might be considered less conditional?
Readings to be announced.
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